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in the spread of fevers here. The crowding here also is a reason for these diseases.
After entering Kasi5 I knew that I would be staying in Kasi for some time.
I therefore dismissed a group of twelve palanquin-bearers and six peons who
were appointed by me at Hyderabad including six luggage-carriers. Among
the remaining persons, six others continued to catch fever, at a time whenever
four persons got cured. The local people are also suffering from diseases. The
cold here is disgusting to people o four area. In spite o f my purchasing Dagalas,
caps, Dhavallu and shirts to my escort they are in need of heat's, coal-stove
protection. 1 have also stitched all my clothes in flannel material. It appears
that the summer heat is as intensive here as the cold. The reason
for that may be the reduction of the waters of the Ganges at that time. The
*Ahassus at present is about 10 hours and 20 minutes. The night is increasing
here at present. Kasi Kshetra releases people from all sins committed at
every other place. To expiate the sins committed by one, one has only to
perform the circumambulation of thejyoti Linga called Pawkakrosayatra.
This pilgrimage takes five days. One starts on the first day with a bath in
the Manikarnika with Sankalpam, and halts at Kardameswaram where one
has to worship the Kardameswara after bath, sraddha etc.
n
The second day is spent at Bimachandi following the programme of.
the first day.   The third day is spent at  Rameswaram near Varana river,
where Rameswara worship is performed on the banks of the Varana after
*theertha5 rituals. The fourth day of the pilgrimage is at Kapiladhara and the
fifth day one returns again to Manikarnika where the usual worship and rituals
are gone through again. This pilgrimage is over a distance of 52 miles in all.
Every halting place has spacious dharmasalas. In addition, shops, houses
and gardens are to be found on the way.    Shaded trees have been planted
all along the way.    The circum-ambulation starts at Asi.
The pilgrims at Kasi have also to worship 'MasOpavasi', a goddess near
the Durga shrine once a week offering some cowries there. It is said that this
is necessary to ensure that the c Yatraphalam5 is not appropriated by this Deity.
The well-to-do are also generous to beggars on this pilgrimage. It is said that
the 'bilva' used for worship sinks in the waters of the Ganges. Similarly the
4Veni5 offered by women is said to sink in the waters of the Triveni. There is
a regulation that SanySsis should not halt more than three nights at any place;
however according to the Visweswara Smriti, the Yatis who go over to Kasi
are enjoined not to leave this place, with the result that about one thousand
sYatis5 among Panchagowdas and Pancha Dravidas are to be found as residents
here.
Just as Andhra. Brahmins are to be found in  sects such as   Velanadu
Kasalanaduy Murikiriadu,   and   Dravidas   have   divisions   such as   Vadamas
Kmdanmnikjam,   Jmnayimm,   the   Gowdas   also   have   several  sub-groups
One can only comprehend the details of this division on  further detailed
enquiries.. '' '''    .        .'       '      .        '    .    . .''